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to notice them in reply has entirely perished. During the
transitional period between the old Roman frugality and the
luxury succeeding to foreign conquest, a reproach of this
nature would have stung with some seventy ; and it was not
without danger to a candidate. But the age of growing
voluptuousness weakened the effect of such imputations ; and
this age may he taken to have commenced in the youth of
the Gracchi, about one hundred years before Pharsalia.
The change in the direction of men's sensibilities since
then was as marked as the change in their habits. Both
changes had matured themselves in Cicero's days; and one
natural result was that few men of sense valued such
reproaches (incapable, from their generality, of specific
refutation), whether directed against friends or enemies.
Csesar, when assailed for the thousandth time by the old
fable about Nicomedes the sovereign of Bithynia, no more
troubled himself to expose its falsehood in the senate than
when previously dispersed over Rome through the libellous
facetiae of Catullus. He knew that the object of such petty
malice was simply to tease him; and for himself to lose
any temper, or to manifest anxiety, by a labour so hope-
less as any effort towards the refutation of an unlimited
scandal, was childishly to collude with his enemies. He
treated the story, therefore, as if it had been true ; and
showed that, even under that assumption, it would not
avail for the purpose before the house. Subsequently,
Suetonius, as an express collector of anecdotage and pointed
personalities against great men, has revived many of these
scurrilous jests ; but his authority, at the distance of two
generations, can add nothing to the credit of calumnies
originally founded on plebeian envy, or the jealousy of rivals.
I may possibly find myself obliged to come back upon this
subject. And at this point, therefore, I will not further
pursue it than by remarking that no one snare has proved
so fatal to the sound judgment of posterity upon public men
in Rome as this blind credulity towards the oratorical
billingsgate of ancient forensic licence. Libels, whose very
point and jest lay in their extravagance, have been received
for historical truth with respect to many amongst Cicero's
enemies. And the reaction upon Cicero's own ch.ara.cter has